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The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula," MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

Feb. 24, 1994
PEOPLE IN EDUCATION - THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

Sharon Alexander, dean of the Center for Continuing Education and Summer Programs, and
Dorothy Bompart, a project coordinator at the Montana University Affiliated Rural Institute on
Disabilities, will use $100,000 from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’
Administration on Aging, to develop a rural gerontology certification program and make use of
distance technologies to reach professionals serving the elderly in Montana’s rural areas.
Terry Berkhouse, director of the Cooperative Education Internship Program, will use $1,644
from the city of Missoula to support an administrative internship with the city.
Diane Burrell, an adjunct visiting assistant professor of curriculum and instruction, will use
$3,500 in federal Eisenhower funds awarded by the Commissioner of Higher Education to develop
teaching materials featuring 10 women who have contributed significantly to mathematics and
science. Eisenhower funds have been awarded also to Lynn Churchill, a visiting assistant professor
of mathematics -- $18,500 for a pilot project to apply computer application software to teaching K12 math and science; and to Michael Lundin, a mathematics adjunct assistant professor, and Glenn
Allinger of Montana State University -- $14,972 to provide in-service training for mathematics and
science teachers in eastern Montana using a fiber optics network.
George Fiddler, director of Alliance for Disability and Students at The University of
Montana, and Julie Savka, former director of the alliance, will use $2,500 from the Marshall and
Mary Brondum Special Assistance Foundation Inc., for a pilot project that will provide personal
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care attendants for UM students living off campus who need attendants in order to participate at the
University.
Sue Forest, associate director for interdisciplinary training at the Montana University
Affiliated Rural Institute on Disabilities, will use $44,223 from the U.S. Department of Education
to train infant/toddler specialists.
Psychology Professor Frances Hill and graduate assistant Colleen Murphy-Southwick will
use $4,021 from Ribi ImmunoChem Research to study the effect, in human subjects, that
performing mental tasks has on the blood level of the stress hormone cortisol.
Using $7,050 from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, biological sciences Professor
Richard Hutto will continue studying the ecology and habitat preferences of Neotropical migratory
birds.
Peter Koehn, director of the Office of International Programs, will administer a $30,000
grant from the Japan International Cooperation Agency to plan and implement an international
symposium at UM in March on training for refugee repatriation.
Mathematics Professor Johnny Lott received the Union University Alumni Association’s
Distinguished Alumnus Award at the university’s homecoming reunion Feb. 19 in Jackson, Tenn.
Lott is co-director of UM’s SIMMS program to restructure and improve high school math curricula,
funded by a $10,000,000 government grant.
Thomas Martin, assistant crew leader at the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit,
will use $8,848 from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to establish habitat measurements that
indicate how varying conditions in a forest system affect breeding productivity of non-game birds.
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Forestry Associate Professor Kelsey Milner will use an additional $31,747 from the Inland
Northwest Growth and Yield Cooperative to continue his growth and yield research for the
cooperative.
Biological sciences Professor Thomas North will use $1,449 from the National Institutes of
Health to continue AIDS research using the feline immunodeficiency virus (FTV) as a model.
Forestry Professor Dan Pletscher will use $13,980 from the Rob and Bessie Welder Wildlife
Foundation to oversee a graduate student’s research on skunk populations and habitats in
northwestern Montana.
Chemistry Professor Geoffrey Richards, director of the Shafizadeh Center of Wood and
Carbohydrate Chemistry, will use $65,755 from the U.S. Forest Service’s Intermountain Research
Station to analyze key elements of smoke from burning wildland fuels.
Biological sciences Professor Jack Stanford, director of the Flathead Lake Biological Station,
will use $10,560 from the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission to participate in a scientific
review. He’ll use $15,000 from the Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences to
analyze and summarize the effects of excessive amounts of plant nutrients such as fertilizers in
Flathead Lake.
Forestry Adjunct Associate Research Professor Michael Yuan and Visiting Assistant
Professor Susan Yuan will use $24,996 from the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
to inventory designated recreation trails and develop a data base of trail information.
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